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“And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the 
books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of 
} d were judged out of those things which were written in 
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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH. 


Tue following discourse was delivered by President Joseph F. Smith in 
the Assembly Hall, October 8, 1899: 

Greatly to my surprise, I have been requested to occupy a few moments. 
I need not repeat the petition of my brother who has just sat down, that 
I may have the sympathy and the prayers of the Saints, for I certainly 
desire and need them. A certain incident was brought forcibly to my 
mind while Brother McMurrin was talking to us. Not long ago President 
Snow and his party attended a Stake conference, and I noticed that the 
choir was made up almost entirely of young ladies. There were perhaps 
two young men. One young man led the choir, and I do not remember 
clearly whether there was one young man in the choir or not besides the 
leader; but all the rest were young ladies. It was a beautiful choir, and 
they sang beautifully, but the absence of male voices was very conspicu- 
ous, notwithstanding. I believe during one of the services the leader of 
the choir was absent, and one of the young ladies had to step forward and 
lead it. I inquired why it was that the young men were not more numer- 
ous in that company of singers, and was told that the young men 
considered it too effeminate, too womanly, for them to engage iu the 
occupation of singing. I presume they might have felt more at home 
shaking the quilts, sweeping the floors, and helping to wash the dishes. 
I can remember when I wasa little boy, hearing my father sing. I do 
not know how much of a singer he was, for at that time I was not capable 
of judging as to the quality of his singing, but the hymns he sang became 
familiar to me, even in the days of my childhood. I believe that I can 
sing them still, although I am not much of a singer. When young men 


* 
D00K8, according tO thew works. —NEV. 2U. 
Dö— ä b... . —ſ—— :(.!)ẽͥͤͥ — ..ĩ5‚3—(ñĩÄ — 


34 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


go out into the world to preach the Gospel, they will find it very bene- 
ficial for them to know how to sing the songs of Zion. I repeat the 
admonition and request made by Brother McMurrin, who has recently 
returned from a lengthy mission to Europe, that the young men who are 
eligible to preach the Gospel, and who are liable to be called into the mis- 
sionary field, begin at once to improve their talent to sing, and do not 
think it is beneath their dignity to join the choirs of the wards in which 
they live and learn how to sing. When we listen to this choir, under the 
leadership of Brother Stephens, we listen to music, and music is truth. 
Good music is gracious praise of God. It is delightsome to the ear, and 
it is one of our most acceptable methods of worshipping God. And those 
who sing in this choir and in all the choirs of the Saints, should sing with 
the spirit and with the understanding. They should not sing merely 
because it is a profession, or because they have a good voice; but they 
should sing also because they have the spirit of it and can enter into the 
spirit of prayer and praise to God who gave them their sweet voices. My 
soul is always lifted up and my spirit cheered and comforted when I hear 
good music. I rejoice in it very much indeed. Now, I would like to 
encourage the young men of Israel to learn to sing, and especially those 
young men of whom I have been speaking. I would not like to tell you 
just where they live, because it might be considered a little personal, but 
it was down south; it was not very far down south either. It was some- 
where near Sanpete valley. I want the young men of Sanpete Valley to 
learn how to sing, so that when we go down to hold conference there 
again we can have the young men joining with the young women in the 
choir, and not leave the young women to do all the singing. This might 
apply also to all the other counties; especially should it apply to those 
counties or Stakes of Zion where the young men think it is beneath their 
dignity and their manhood to learn how to sing. I hope they will rise 
above such a foolish notion as this. 

Not only should we learn to sing, but we should learn to say our prayers. 
It is about as awkward for a young man to go out to preach the Gospel 
to those who sit in darkness, who does not know how to pray, as it is for 
one who does not know how to sing. And there are some who have gone 
out into the world, as we have heard to day, who have not even known 
how to pray. The last time I was absent from home in the missionary 
field, I heard of a young man, whose grandfather was an Apostle and one 
of the most brilliant and faithful Apostles of the Church, and whose father 
has been a Bishop in the Church, and is to-day a very prominent man. 
This young man went out to preach the Gospel to the heathens, and when 
he got into the field of labor he confessed he had never said a prayer in 
his life; he had never heard his mother pray; he had not been sufficiently 
with his father to hear him pray, and he knew nothing about praying 
and he had to begin as a little child, in the missionary field, to learn how 
to pray. Itis a great pity that a young man should be sent out handi- 
capped in this way; that he should be put to such a disadvantage by the 
indifference of his parents and the neglect of the opportunities that he 
had had in Zion. I pray you, my young brethren who are present in this 
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vast congregation, and who are liable to be called to preach the Gospel to 
the world, when you are called to go out, I pray that you will know how 
to approach God in prayer. It is not such a difficult thing to learn how 
to pray. It is not the words we use particularly that constitute prayer. 
Prayer does not consist of words, altogether. True, faithful, earnest prayer 
consists more in the feeling that rises from the heart and from the inward 
desire of our spirits to supplicate the Lord in humility and in faith, that 
we may receive His blessings. It matters not how simple the words may 
be, if our desires are genuine and we come before the Lord with a broken 
heart and a contrite spirit to ask him for that which we need. I would 
like to know if there is a young man in this congregation, or anywhere 
else, who does not need something of the Lord. Where is there a soul 
upon the earth that does not need something that the Almighty can give. 
In the first place, all that we have comes from him. It is by His provi- 
dence that we exist on the earth. It is by His kind mercy that we see and 
hear, that we have the power of speech, and that we possess intelligence, 
for as the prophet of old said, “There is a spirit in man, and the inspira- 
tion of the Almighty giveth them understanding.” Therefore the very 
power of understanding that we possess is the gift of God. In and of 
ourselves we are but a lifeless lump of clay. Life, intelligence, wisdom, 
judgment, power to reason, all are the gifts of God to the children of men. 
He gives us our physical strength as well as our mental powers. Every 
young man should feel from the depth of his heart that he is indebted to 
Almighty God for his being and for every attribute that he possesses 
which is in likeness of the attributes of God. We should seek to magnify 
the attributes that we possess. We should honor God with our intelli- 
gence, with our strength, with our understanding, with our wisdom, and 
with all the power that we possess. We should seek to do good in the 
world. This is our duty; and if a young man can only feel as all men 
should feel, he will find that it is an easy matter for him to bow down 
before the Lord in humble prayer and seek unto him for the aid, comfort, 
and inspiration of His Holy Spirit, that he may not be left entirely to 
himself, nor to the wisdom and the ways of the world. But as a rule, 
where young men have good parents to provide for them, where they 
have good homes and their food and raiment are sure, they feel that they 
are not dependent upon anybody, unless perchance they should be afflicted 
in some way, and then begin to realize their weakness and dependence. 
But I want to say to you, my young friends, that in the hour of your in- 
dependence, at the moment when you feel the strongest, you should bear 
in mind that you are but human, the breath of life is in your nostrils, and 
you are destined to pass from this world through the portals of death. 
Every man that is born into the world will die. It matters not who he 
is, nor where he is, whether his birth be among the rich and the noble, or 
among the lowly and poor in the world, his days are numbered with 
the Lord, and in time he will reach the end. We should think of this. 
Not that we should go about with heavy hearts or with downcast coun- 
tenances; not at all. I rejoice that I am born to live, to die, and to live 
again. I thank God for this intelligence. It gives me joy and peace that 
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the world cannot give, neither can the world take it away. God has re- 
vealed this to me, in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. I know it to be true. 
Therefore I have nothing to be sad over, nothing to make me sorrowful. 
All that I have to do with in the world is calculated to buoy me up, to 
give me joy and peace, hope and consolation in this present life, and a 
glorious hope of salvation and exaltation in the presence of my God in 
the world to come. I have no reason to mourn, not even at death. It is 
true I am weak enough to weep at the death of my friends and kindred. 
I may shed tears when I see the grief of others. I have sympathy in my 
soul for the children of men. I can weep with them when they weep; I 
can rejoice with them when they rejoice; but I have no cause to mourn, 
nor to be sad because death comes into the world. I am speaking now of 
the temporal death, the death of the body. All fear of this death has been 
removed from the Latter-day Saints. They have no dread of the temporal 
death, because they know that as death came upon them by the transgres- 
sion of Adam, so by the righteousness of Jesus Christ shall life come unto 
them, and though they die they shall live again. Possessing this knowledge, 
they have joy even in death, for they know that they shall rise again and 
shall meet again beyond the grave. They know that the spirit dies not at 
all; that it passes through no change, except the change from imprison- 
ment in this mortal clay to freedom and to the sphere in which it acted 
before it came to this earth. We are begotten in the similitude of Christ 
Himself. We dwelt with the Father and with the Son in the beginning, 
as the sons and daughters of God, and at the time appointed we came to 
this earth to take upon ourselves tabernacles, that we might become con- 
formed to the likeness and image of Jesus Christ and become like him; 
that we might have a tabernacle as He has a tabernacle; that we might 
pass through death as He has passed through death; that we might rise 
again from the dead as He has risen from the dead. As He was the first 
fruits of the resurrection of the dead, so shall we be the second fruits of 
the resurrection from the dead; for as He came forth, so shall we come 
forth. What is there therefore to be sad about? What is there to make 
us heavy of heart or sorrowful in this matter? Nothing at all. Sorrowful, 
indeed, to think that we shall live forever! Is there any cause for sorrow 
to know that we shall rise from the dead, and possess the same tabernacle 
that we have here in mortality? Is there cause for sorrow in this great, 
glorious Gospel truth that has been revealed to us in this dispensation? 
Certainly there can be no sorrow connected with a thought like this. There 
must be only joy connected with this knowledge—the joy that springs 
from the ten thousand feelings and affections of the human soul; the joy 
that we feel in association with brethren, with wives and children, with 
fathers and mothers, with brothers and sisters. All these joyous thoughts 
spring up in our souls at the thought of death and the resurrection. 
Wherein should we be sad or sorrowful? On the contrary, it is cause for 
joy unspeakable, and for pure happiness. I cannot express the joy I feel 
at the thought of meeting my father, and my precious mother, who gave 
me birth in the midst of persecution and poverty, who bore me in her 
arms and was patient, forbearing, tender and true during all my helpless 
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moments in the world. The thought of meeting her, who can express the 
joy? The thought of meeting my children who have preceded me beyond 
the veil, and of meeting my kindred and my friends, what happiness it 
affords! For I know that I shall meet them there. God has shown me 
that this is true. He has made it clear to me, in answer to my prayer 
and devotion as He has made it clear to the understanding of all men 
who have sought diligently to know of Him. We are not dependent for 
this upon the written word, nor upon the knowledge possessed by the 
ancient Prophets and Apostles. We depend only upon God as He reveals 
Himself to-day and administers unto men by the power of His Holy Spirit. 
And all men in the world, not only the Latter-day Saints, but those who 
have never embraced the Gospel, have the same privilege that we have, if 
they will take the course which God bas marked out. It is their privilege 
to come to the knowledge of this truth and to understand these things for 
themselves. We have derived this knowledge from the Lord, not from 
man. Man can not give this knowledge. I may tell you what I know, 
but that is not knowledge to you. If I have learned something through 
prayer, supplication, and perseverance in seeking to know the truth, and 
I tell it to you, it will not be knowledge unto you. I can tell you how 
you can obtain it, but I cannot give it to you. If we receive this knowl- 
edge, it must come from the Lord. He can touch your understandings 
and your spirits, so that you shall comprehend perfectly and not be mis- 
taken. But I cannot dothat. You can obtain this knowledge through 
repentance, humility, and seeking the Lord with full purpose of heart 
until you find Him. He is not afar off. It is not difficult to approach 
Him, if we will only do it with a broken heart and a contrite spirit, as did 
Nephi of old. This was the way in which Joseph Smith, in his boyhood, 
approached Him. He went into the woods, knelt down, and in humility 
he sought earnestly to know which church was acceptable to God. He 
received an answer to his prayer, which he offered from the depths of his 
heart, and he received it in a way that he did not expect. 

My brethren and sisters, do not learn to pray with your lips only. Do 
not learn a prayer by heart, and say it every morning and evening. That 
is something 1 dislike very much. It is true that a great many people fall 
into the rut of saying over a ceremonious prayer. They begin at a certain 
point, and they touch at all the points along the road until they get to 
the winding up scene; and when they have done, I do not know whether 
the prayer has ascended beyond the ceiling of the room or not. I rejoice 
in the truth. I thank God for the testimony that I have received of the 
Gospel. I thank God that I live, and that I shall die and that I shall live 
again in spite of me. I cannot prevent that, I am bound to go through 
that ordeal. 

But [ want to speak a word or two in relation to another death, which 
is a more terrible death than that of the body. When Adam, our first 
parent, partook of the forbidden fruit, transgressed the law of God, and 
became subject unto Satan, he was banished from the presence of God 
and was thrust out into outer spiritual darkness. This was the firat 
death. Yet living, he was dead- dead to God, dead to light and truth, 
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dead spiritually; cast out from the presence of God; communication 
with the Father and the Son cut off. He was as absolutely thrust out 
from the presence of God as was Satan and the hosts that followed him. 
That was spiritual death. But the Lord said that He would not suffer 
Adam nor his posterity to come to the temporal death until they should 
have the means by which they might be redeemed from the first death, 
which is spiritual. Therefore angels were sent unto Adam, who taught 
him the Gospel and revealed to him the principle by which he could be 
redeemed from the first death, and be brought back from banishment and 
outer darkness into the marvelous light of the Gospel. He was taught 
faith, repentance and baptism for the remission of sins, in the name of 
Jesus Christ, who should come in the meridian of time and take away the 
sin of the world, and was thus given a chance to be redeemed from the 
spiritual death before he should die the temporal death. Now, all the 
world to-day, I am sorry to say, with the exception of a handful of people 
who have obeyed the new and everlasting covenant, are suffering this 
spiritual death. They are cast out from the presence of God. They are 
without God, without Gospel truth, and without the power of redemption; 
for they know not God nor His Gospel. In order that they may be re- 
deemed and saved from the spiritual death which has spread over the 
world like a pall, they must repent of their sins, and be baptized by one 
having authority, for the remission of their sins, that they may be born 
of God. That is why we want these young men to go out into the world 
to preach the Gospel. While they themselves understand but little per- 
haps, the germ of life is in them. They have been born again, they have 
received the gift of the Holy Ghost, and they have the authority of the 
holy Priesthood, by which they can administer in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Though they may know but little 
in the beginning, they can learn, and as they learn they can preach, and 
as they have opportunity they can baptize for the remission of sins. There- 
fore, we want them todo their duty at home. We want them above all 
things to be pure in heart. We want our boys to be without sin or blem- 
ish. We do not want boys that have been in saloons, that have been in 
houses of ill-fame, that have been gamblers, that have been drunkards, 
that have been infamous in their lives—we do not want such to go into 
the ministry of this holy Gospel to represent the Son of the Living God 
and the power of redemption to the world. We want young men that 
have been born or adopted in the covenant, that have been reared in 
purity, that have kept themselves unspotted from the world, and can 
go into the nations of the earth and say to men, “Follow me, as I 
follow Christ.“ Then we would like to have them know how to sing, 
and to pray. We expect them to be honest, virtuous, and faithful 
unto death, to their covenants, to their brethren, to their wives, to their 
fathers and mothers, to their brothers and sisters, to themselves and to 
God. Where you get men like this to preach the Gospel to the world, 
whether they know much to begin with or not, the Lord will put His 
Spirit into their hearts, and He will crown them with intelligence 
and power to save the souls of men. For the germ of life is in them. 
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Id has not been vitiated or corrupted; it has not been driven away 
from them. 

God bless all Israel, and preserve the life of our beloved President. 
May He fill him with wisdom, with understanding, and with a knowledge 
of the necessities of the whole people and of the cause of truth in the 
world, that he may be instrumental in the hands of Almighty God of 
meeting every exigency of the Church and performing every duty that 
may be required for the salvation of Israel and for the redemption and 
sanctification of this land, that it may be a land of Zion unto us. May 
the blessing of life, peace, health and intelligence rest down upon Presi- 
ident Cannon also, and upon the Apostles, one and all of them, that they 
and the Presidency may be united; that we may see eye to eye, and labor 
as one man for the salvation of souls, and especially for the preservation 
and the [integrity of the household of faith. May God bless these men, 
and the Presidents of Stakes and their counselors, the High Councils, the 
Bishops and their counselors, and the Presidents of the High Priests. Let 
me say here that we do not want every “old fogey,” or any man because 
he is an “old fogey,” to be joined to the High Priests quorum. We want 
men to be connected with the High Priests that have sense and intelli- 
gence enough to govern, if they are called upon todo so. The office of 
High Priest is the office of Presidency in the Church, and men who are 
High Priests should be men possesing more wisdom, more intelligence, 
and more knowledge as to how to govern and how to rule in righteousness 
in the Church than any other class of people in it. We want good men 
to be High Priests, as well as good men to be Seventies. Then we. want 
good men to be Elders. May God bless the High Priests in their organisa- 
tion in Zion, and the Seventies, and the First Seven Presidents of the 
Seventies. May He bless the Elders, and the lesser Priesthood chroughout . 
the Church. May God bless the widows, and provide for them, through 
the means that He Himself has appointed in the Church. May the people 
of God remember their tithes and offerings, and obey the laws of God, that 
there may be meat in the storehouse of the Lord, to feed the poor, to 
clothe the naked, to educate the orphan, and. to take the helpless and lift 
them up and put them in a position where they can contend in the world 
successfully for their living, equally with those who have guardians and 
protectors to take care of them: May God bless Israel, and may peace 
abide upon all the household of faith, is my prayer in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 


Darty Dutres.—Every duty, even the least duty, involves the whole 
principle of obedience. And little duties make the will dutiful—that is, 
supple and prompt to obey. Little obediences lead into great. The daily 
round of duty is full of probation and discipline; it trains the will, heart 
and conscience. We need not to be prophets or apostles. The commonest 
life may be full of perfection. The duties of home are a discipline for the 
ministers of heaven.—H. E. Mannina. 


Women do not often have it in their power to give like men, but they 
forgive like angels. 
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KEEP IN TOUCH. 


Tue Latter-day Saints should carefully study the necessity of keeping 
in the closest communion and fellowship with their brethren and sisters, 
and in order to do this it is necessary to meet together often to renew 
their fellowship by partaking of the sacrament and expressing their love 
for God and each other in prayer and testimony. That love which is re- 
quired by the Gospel of Christ will grow cold by isolation, for one must 
be possessed of a superabundance of faith to stand alone. The spiritual 
life is in need of nourishment as well as the physical, and this comes 
through communion with those who are in possession of the Holy Spirit 
of promise, for that spirit ‘‘flows from heart to heart as oil from vessel to 
vessel.” One who continuously absents himself from his meetings soon 
becomes lukewarm and the Lord says, “So then because thou art luke- 
warm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.” Even 
if euch continue in the faith, there can be no growth, for they are separ- 
ated from communication with the true vine and therefore can not receive 
that spiritual nourishment necessary to “grow in grace and a knowledge 
of the truth.“ The Church organization is calculated in its nature to draw 
the members together in the bonds of love until they come to that union 
for which the Savior prayed when He asked that the disciples might be 
one with Him as He is one with the Father. 

“Tron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his 
friend.” When the Saints meet together often they are mutually benefited, 
for each receives the advantages of the experiences of all; and no one can 
listen to the testimony of his brother without having his faith enlarged 
and his desires to press onward increased, for all our advancement comes 
py “line upon line, precept upon precept, here a little and there 
a e.” 

Negligence of these little duties leads to darkness of mind and a dying 
out of the first love that came in the heart on first hearing and compre- 
hending the truth. We might say with Paul, “Neglect not the gift that 
is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the 
hands of the presbytery.” A. W. 


CHANGING THE ELDERS. 


In the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints there is always 
order in the midst of change, and change in the missionary field is more 
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continuous than in the established Stakes of Zion; there, it is not an un- 
common thing for officials to bear for years or until death the responsi- 
bilities of position, and they thus secure to themselves not only a full 
knowledge of their duties, but the almost unlimited confidence of those 
over whom they preside. The exigencies of life and duty will not permit 
of the same intimacy in the mission field as is intimated in regard to Zion, 
as the brethren can only be for a comparatively short time in any locality ; 
it is true too that they capture very often the love and the confidence of 
those whom they baptize to a very great degree, investigators also enter- 
tain warm regard for a teacher in the Gospel, and the Saints in general 
give their faith, prayers and hospitality to the Elders as a rule, but after 
all the attachment which is thus formed, time proves its action here to be 
but of limited duration. 

It is also true that some of the brethren win their way more readily 
than others do into the hearts of strangers as to members of the Church, 
and it has been our observation that this congeniality is not always 
dependent on the weeks, months or a year or more of association; there is 
often an early greeting as if it were but a renewal of acquaintanceship 
rather than the creation of a very brief period, and we have often had to 
‘note that two or three months have so intertwined the hearts of an Elder 
and the Saints among whom he labored, that a removal even to another 
district of the same Conference has been like removing the pillars of 
friendship or the glory of a home. 

This is no surprise to us because we claim it to be the “‘workings of the 
spirit in the bonds of peace,” and cases have come under our observation 
where both Saints and investigators have become so attached to an Elder 
that separation has been so far unwelcome that even a really more accom- 
plished one has required much time before he found the same assured — 
status as did his predecessor. 

While this may be somewhat natural it should be avoided as much as 
possible; one equally appointed and ordained should be received as a ser- 
vant of God, his welcome should be as hearty, his counsel as precious, and 
his calling as fully recognized as if he were a tried friend, and servant 
that he is. 

Changes come also in the superintendency of a Conference, faithful men 
are honorably released and new ones take their place, associate Elders 
cannot always make their individual feeling the test for the new incum- 
‘bent, he may be a junior member of the same Conference as the one re- 
leased, or he may be appointed from afar, in either case no undue or un- 
generous criticism should mar the accord and unity desired, no jealousy 
should intrude, no innuendo be used, or query indulged in, for there is 
no authority in the Holy Priesthood but that seeks for and earnestly 
desires the illumination of the Spirit whether for appointments or re- 
movals; the Presiding authorities have “no axe to grind,” no personal 
interests to serve, but the welfare of the mission is the great desideratum 
with them, as it is believed is the case with all our brethren, and where 
the unexpected occurs, prayerful submission and a heartfelt trusting gup- 
M | 
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‘Nor would we have any of the Elders or Saints assume that there is or has 
been any serious case of insubordination, though personal love and attach- 
ment may have wished that no changes had to be made, but these are 
inevitable as every one may understand, and the faithful Elder may be 
promoted or released without the shadow of a thought that any arbitrary 
power makes changes for the sake thereof; it is pleasant to say that re- 
monstrance is a rare thing, but the basic principle of obedience or the 
consequences of obedience may not be so fully appreciated as to prevent 
criticism, or to enable us to overcome personal preferences, and so regret 
a change of Presidency or Elder when the Spirit has given the assurance 
that such is desirable or beneficial, and divine wisdom will even overrule 
for good any error if such there be. 

There is always a certain individuality which men possess, and this may 
manifest itself in originating new methods of procedure or policy, as 
some would call it, and this seems to be no less inherent in the system than 
it is in men; the history of the Church is marked by individuality sub- 
jected to the spirit of that inspiration which is the heritage of all authority, 
not by any suppression of eternal principle, but directing in new ways 
movements which are needed as time rolls on; no stereotyped ideas as to 
action seems profitable. When one course appears to have subserved its 
purpose another is developed under a change of rule, and so it comes to 
pass that from the highest to the least official each one appears as if in the 
economy of God he had a special role or mission to fill, and the arrows of 
query or opposition are seen to fail because every susceptible spirit bears 
testimony to the potency of change in that which is transitory as he does 
to the necessary permanency of that which is eternal. 

The brethren all understand the importance of sustaining every leader 
by faith, prayer and the hearty endorsement of uncomplaining work. 

N. 


Ow Monday last we were favored with a visit from Elder Henry E. 
Bowman, late President of the Swiss Mission, on his way home. Elder 
Bowman is pleased with the progress made in that Mission of late, 
and reports the Elders there as earnest workers for the truth both by 
example and precept. The Saints also are increasing in faith and 
good works, as is manifest in a wonderful increase in the payment of 
tithing as well as in other ways. There are many earnest investigators 
and the prospect for the future is bright; the only drawback being ex- 
pressed in the often-quoted passage, “The harvest is great and the laborers 
are few.” 


Tue Anchor Line s.s. Astoria from Glasgow on January 3, 1899, with 
returning Elders and emigrating Saints on board, arrived at New York on 
the 15th, with all well. 


Cierks of Conferences would confer a favor by sending in reports of 
their conferences for publication as soon as possible after the close. 


ConFERENCcE Noticg.—The Welsh Semi-Annual Conference of 
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the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints will be held in the Mis- 
sion Room, 188 Cathays Terrace, Cathays, Cardiff, on Sunday, January 28, 
1900. Meetings will commence at 10:30 a.m., and 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 


RELEASES.—Elder Joseph S. Ball of the Nottingham Conference has 
been honorably released to return home on account of failing health. __ 
Elder Frederick Evans of the London Conference has been honorably. 
released from the British Mission to labor in the Southern States Mission. 
Both will sail from Glasgow on the s.s. Anchoria, January 18, 1900. 
Elder Robert W. Simpkins of the Manchester Conference has been 
honorably released to return home per s.s. Astoria from Glasgow, Febru- 
ary 1, 1900. 


BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE, 


Tue Birmingham Semi-Annual Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints convened at their Chapel in Hunter’s Vale, off Farm 
Street, Hockley, January 14, 1900. 

Meetings were held at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 

Among those present were: Presidente Platte D. Lyman, J. L. McMur- 
rin and H. W. Naisbitt of the European Mission; President Geo. Raff and 
Elders Samuel Hadley, F. C. Sanford, D. H. V. McAllister and Joseph 8. 
Ball of the Nottingham Conference; President J. R. Hindley, Elder C. G. 
Berry and Sisters Inez Knight and Jean Clara Holbrook of the London 
Conference; President Thomas Ash and all the Elders of the Birmingham 
Conference. 

10:30 a.m. Meeting was called to order by President Thomas Ash. 

After singing the opening prayer was offered by Elder M. B. Shipp. 

Singing. Sacrament was administered by Elders D: H: Robison and 
L. H. Carver. Singing. 

The general authorities of the Church and the Presidency of the Euro- 
pean Mission were presented and sustained unanimously. Thomas Ash 
was sustained as President of the Birmingham Conference, and M. 8. 
Leaver as clerk, with the Traveling Elders to labor in the Conference as 
follows: Birmingham district, M. S. Leaver, E. T. Lloyd, D. N. White, M. 
B. Shipp and Geo. Perkins; Handsworth district, J. J. Daynes, Jr., and 
E. E. Jenkins; Dudley district, James B. Hunter, Louis H. Carver and 
George Coombs; Northampton district, John Wyatt, P. G. Droubay, D. H. 
Robison and James Cooper; Hereford district, James Howard and Seth 
Pixton; Wolverhampton district, Wm H. Beazer, Wm. J. Cox and Wm. 
H. Griffin; Stafford district, N. G. Clark and C. R. Pugh; Warwick dis- 
trict, Wm. Smith and Thomas Forsyth. 

The following statistical report for the past seven months, ending Decem- 
ber 31, 1899, was read: Number of branches, 5; Missionaries from Zion— 
High Priests, 2; Seventies, 22. Local Priesthood—Elders, 20; Priesta, 8; 
Teachers, 11; Deacons, 5; members, 309; total officers and members, 353; 
children under eight years of age, 66; total number of souls, 419. Bap- 
tised, 15. Emigrated over eight years of age, 2; under eight years of age, 
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1; died, 2. Strangers’ houses visited—in tracting, 9,827; by invitation, 
693. Gospel conversations, 3,585. Tracts distributed, 34,355. ‘Books 
distributed, 343. Meetings held—in-door, 591; out-door, 108. New Sub- 
scribers for Star, 11. 

President Naisbitt spoke upon the significance of the sacrament to 
Latter-day Saints, the responsibility involved in the sustaining of officers, 
and the influence of God's Holy Spirit upon mankind. 

The choir rendered an anthem. Benediction was pronounced by Presi- 
dent Geo. Ruff. 

2:30 p.m. Singing. Prayer by President Hindley.. Singing. 

Sister Inez Knight spoke upon the evidences of the divinity of Joseph 
Smith’s mission, and bore a strong testimony to the message he brought 
forth. 

President McMurrin delivered a comprehensive discourse upon the 
departure from the faith and the Universality of the Apostasy, showing 
the necessity of the restoration. 

President Geo. Ruff bore a strong testimony to the truthfulness of the 
Gospel, and to the high morality of the Saints. 

The choir rendered an anthem. Benediction by President Ach. 

6:30 p.m. Singing. Prayer by President Ash. Singing. 

Sister J. Clara Holbrook spoke upon the responsibility and duties of the 
Baints in following the light which has already been revealed. 
President Lyman delivered a discourse upon the object of sending out 
lady missionaries in this land, and the fruits of the Gospel as exemplified 
in the communities of the Latter-day Saints. 

President Hindley spoke of the word of God, the Gospel, by which man- 
kind must all be judged. 

The choir rendered an anthem, and the benediction was pronounced by 
President Naisbitt. 

A Priesthood meeting was held at the same place on Monday at 10:30 
a.m., at which the Elders gave very favorable reports, and received some 
timely and valuable instructions from the Presidency. 

In the evening the Saints met in social capacity and enjoyed a very 
interesting program, which was well rendered. 

President Ash offers his thanks to all who aided in making the Confer- 
ence a success. 

M. S. Leaver, Clerk of Conference. 


QUIET CHATS. No. 4. 


THe GosPEt. 


Mrs. BIXES. Oh Mr. White, come in, come in, it does me good to see you 
after so long a separation. 

Mr. W. Yes, the time does seem long, but you know the holidays have 
intervened and these always interfere with the ordinary routine of life, 
while friends meet for social festivities, special matters have suspense, 
even if wore important. Your family are all well I suppose! 

Ms. B. Yes, and we have had quite a time over things said when you 
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were here last; my son is becoming quite earnest, my daughter has nearly 
learned that lovely hymn of yours, and my husband, [ am glad to say, 
seems abidingly interested in all the topics you and he have discussed 
together, but however, here he comes. 

Me. B. My friend, I am glad to see you, I have been longing to get a 
little further in my lessons and I have endeavored to post myself, indeed, 
I have tried to pray according to your suggestion, but that is a hard 
business, far more difficult than reading or controversy. ) 

Mr. W. I also have done some thinking, for the point we reached was 
as to the supreme authority of Jesus Christ, and the positive character of 
his example and teaching. 

Mr. B. Yes, it is easy to see as you suggested, that if we are really 
Christians, if He is indeed to be our leader, that is to say if he was 
appointed to this as all our conversation has indicated, then we are 
bound to follow as he may direct. 

Mr. W. Just so! You are certainly correct, there can be no half-way 
following, as if he were but a mere man, one similar in all respects to 
us with our contentious and self-willed disposition; besides he claimed to 
have the Divine mind, and we are certainly ignorant of that, unless it is 
revealed to us. 

Ma. B. 1 feel justified in accepting the authority of Jesus Christ, I 
have faith in God the Eternal Father as I have in His Son, and I tell you 
frankly now, I feel my relationship to them so keenly and intimately, 
that I regret my past ignorance and neglect, and for the sake of my 
devoted wife and myself, I am going to “turn over a new leaf,” and I 
believe from what I see and hear, that both John and Lucy will be as 
much interested as we are. 

Mx. W. Ihave passed through a somewhat similar experience and 1 
congratulate you heartily, and if I could apply scriptural phraseology, to 
you I should say, “Thou art not far from the Kingdom of Heaven”! 

Mr. B. I hope not, although I know not what that means, or how to 
get there “except some one should teach me.” 

Mr. W. Well I am not disposed to hurry you, but of course you re- 
member how one Nicodemus went to the Savior to inquire of him, and 
he was somewhat in the mood that you are now; the conclusion of that 
interview must be in your ming surely. In regard to being “born 
again,” I mean. 

— It does dawn on my mind in part, yet I know as little about it 
as 

Mn. W. Why there is the New Testament at your elbow, let John or 
Lucy read it. 

Jon. Oh I can do that best, I tell you, I read it lately, but it is funny! 

Me. W. Oh not funny, it is too serious for that, and we cannot jest on 
divine things. 

Joun. Mr. White you mistake, I meant in regard to Nicodemus who 
was “a ruler of the Jews,” educated, religious, inquiring, no wouder Pa 
can’t reach it, but I will read: “Except a man be born of the Spirit he 
cannot see the Kingdom of God.” ä 
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Mr. W. Now my friend you observe it needed the spirit of light, illu- 
mination, the opening of the spiritual sight so to speak. But read a little 
further please. 

Joun. Jesus answered a further enquiry in this wise, “Except a man be 
born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God.” 

Mn. B. What does that mean my learned friend, for I am no philosopher? 
MX. W. It means vastly more chan I can detail now, but it does mean 

baptism any way. 

Me. B. Baptism! why I was baptized ages ago, when my “godfathers 
and godmothers promised and vowed three things in my name,” let me 
see, what were they. 

Luoy. Oh Pa, I can tell you, for we get the catechism in school. First, 
that I should renounce the devil and all his works, the pomps and vanities 
of this wicked world, and ail the sinful lusts of the flesh. Secondly, that I 
should believe all the articles of the Christian faith; and Thirdly, that I 
should keep God's Holy will and commandments, and walk in the same all 
the days of my life.” 

Mn. W. Surely Lucy must have that almost by heart; but Mr. Binks, 
“Have you done that, or do you remember it”? 

Mx. B. Oh that was but a proxy affair, and I remember nothing of it, 
of course, and have not kept it any how! 

Mr. W. Has it never struck you that all religious obligation is personal, 
that that ceremony was unscriptural, and that it was not even baptism at all! 

Mr. B. Why as I have before told you, lam not—have. not for years 
been a religionist, and if I had, like all others I should have left these 
things to the clergy, they are educated and paid for that. 

Mr. W. They are surely “blind leaders of the blind,” for you remember 
that John was baptizing in Jordan, that he commanded all such that they 
should believe on one coming after him, who should baptize with the 
Holy Ghost and with fire; you also remember that when Jesus (after his 
baptism) began His ministry, it was said that “he made and baptized more 
disciples than John;” according to John’s own prediction he was to de- 
crease, but his successor (Jesus) was “to increase,” and when Herod, for 
State and society reasons, cut off John’s head, Jesus continued, and for 
three years trained His Apostles and prepared for that death of the cross, 
to which by the “determinate counsel and fore-knowledge of God” he had 
been appointed. 

Mr. B. You think then that baptism was essential to salvation! 

Mr. W. I do not wish to have any personal ideas in regard thereto, 
having accepted that authority who said as toit, “Thus it becometh us 
to fulfil all righteousness,” and he declared with emphasis that the Phari- 
sees who were not baptized of John “rejected the counsel of God against 
themselves,” so baptism was the “righteous counsel of God.” 

Mn. B. But even if there is Truth in that, if even Jesus adopted it, it 
does not follow that immersion is necessary, it seems to be a great trouble 
and then—fancy getting wet! 

MB. W. Of course you remember that Jesus compared baptism to a 
birth, or a change from one element unto another, and Paul said, “Know 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 47 


ye not that as many as have been baptized into Jesus Christ, were bap- 
tized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into 
death. . . For if we have been planted with him in the likeness of 
his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection,” Rom. 6: 3, 45, 
and in Collosians the same expression “buried with him in baptism” 
occurs; if baptism then was the symbol of birth, burial and resurrection, 
sprinkling certainly abrogates the beauty of an ordinance which was 
surely originally divine. 

Me. B. Well, the probabilities are certainly in favor of immersion if 
language is of value, or if types and emblems are reliable. 

Mn. W. Not only that, but we read that John not only baptized in 
Jordan the multitudes who came ouò to him, but that he also “baptized in 
Enon near Salem, because there was much water there.” 

Mr. B. Truly a very little water would have answered had sprinkling 
been the rule. 


[TO BE CONTINUED. | 
POETRY. 
PRE-EXISTENCE. 


While sauntering through the crowded Familiar as my childhood’s home 
Seems the long stretch of wave and foam. 


street, 
Some half-remembered face I meet, 


One sails toward me o’er the bay, 
Albeit upon no mortal shore And what he comes to do and say 
That face, methinks, has smiled before. 7 

I can fortell. A prescient lore 
Lost in a gay and festal throng, > . i 
I tremble at some tender song Springs from some life outlived of yore. 
Set to an air whose golden bars O swift, instinctive, startling gleams 
I must have met in other stars. Of deep soul knowledge ! not as dreams, 
In sacred aisles I pause to share For aye ye vaguely dawn and die, 
The blessing of a priestly prayer,— But oft with lightning certainty 


When the whole scene which greets mine Pierce through the dark, oblivious brain, 


yes To make old thoughts and memories plain— 
In some strange mode I recognize 5 ‘ 3 
As one whose every mystic part back 
I feel prefigured in my heart. Across the wild bewildering track 
At sunset as I calmly stand Of countless ons; memories far, 
A stranger on an alien strand, High-reaching as yon pallid star, 
Unknewn, scarce seen, whose flickering grace 
Faints on the outmost rings of space ! 


Paul Hamittow Hamm. 


MILITARISM AND PuBLic Morats.—The degradation of character due to 
militarism takes many forms. There is the vicious ethics of war carried 
into social and industrial life. The deceit and fraud, more common in 
militant countries than in pacific, are evils that women must endure with 
men. There are the callousness and the cruelty of war, from which they 
suffer far more than men. There is, finally, the moral laxity of war. The 


